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Nameof the game
Asof Jan. 1, theCalgaryRegion
HomeBuildersAssociationwillbe
knownastheCanadianHome
Builders’Association—Calgary
Region.
Membersvotedonthename
change inearlyOctober. It coincides
with changesbyassociations
acrossthecountry,where localor-
ganizationshaveall changedtore-
flect thesamename. Italso ispart
of theprovincialbuilders’OneVoice:
One Industry initiative.

—KathyMcCormick

That’s the spirit
HomesbyAvi is in theChristmas
spiritwithanearlystart loading
up shoeboxeswithgifts forneedy
children.
InNovember, staffstuffednearly
200boxesforOperationChristmas
Child,an initiativeofSamaritan’s
Purse.Since its inception in1993,
morethan738,000boxeshave
beencollected inCanada, 125,196
fromAlbertaalone.
In thepast,boxeshavegonetochil-
dren inUruguay,Chile,Bolivia,Costa
Rica,Nicaragua,Guatemala,
Venezuela,andVietnam.

—KathyMcCormick
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CALGARYHERALD

T
he long wait is finally over.
For something like two years,

a partnership formed by Carma
Developers with Vintage Fine
Homes and Baywest Homes has

been working towards breaking ground for an
innovative housing enclave on the west side of
the city.
Armed with the required development ap-

provals — and with some spanking new homes
by the two high-end builders ready to go—
foundations for two show homes in The Ter-
races at Springbank Hill will begin to be gouged
from hillside land later this month.
Also waiting are potential homebuyers, who

have been biding their time until work on the
nearly seven hectares of land progressed to the
point where they could choose a lot.
Vintage president HowardMartinson is call-

ing the project “one of the last boutique estate
enclaves” there will ever be in what
has become a popular area of

Calgary for up-

scale developments.
But no matter who’s talking about the prop-

erty, the word, “views,” comes up.
FromHighway 8 just past the traffic lights at

69th Street, the sloping land that will become
the location of 82 custom and semi-estate
homes can be seen taking shape behind a pair of
well-designed, sweeping retaining walls.
Thedevelopmentwill be terracedup thehillside,

culminating inan 11-lot cul-de-sacat thepeak.
“It’s unique because it’s being built on
a hillside and in an established com-

munity,” says DonMerlo, vice-
president of infill operations

for Carma.

“The views are phenomenal. You
have unobstructed views from the

Glenmore Reservoir, over the valley to
the foothills, and the RockyMountains

beyond.”
Because of the severity of the slope,

Carma studied several systems before mov-
ing ahead with the design of the retaining

walls.
“We had to make sure it was done properly—

there was no going back,” says Merlo.
The hard lines of the walls will be softened

extensively through the use of low-mainte-
nance landscape shrubbery and other plants.
Vintage will be building 28 fully custom

homes in the subdivision while its parent, Bay-
west, will use a series of newly-created floor
plans to do the 54 others.
TheTerraces is a rareopportunity tocreatenew

plansandbuildhomes in this “desirable” areaof
Calgary, saysRobRichmond, executivevice-presi-
dentof sales andmarketing forBaywest.
The homes to be built by the 22-year-old com-

pany will include extra-wide product on drive-
under lots.
“The homes on these one-of-a-kind home

sites, some of which are 65-feet wide, will fea-
ture drive-under garages, abundant windows
and designs which capitalize on the panoramic
views,” he says.

Courtesy, VintageHomes
Anartist’s rendering of someof the homes slated for the Terraces at SpringbankHill, which is to includeVintageHomes andBaywestHomes.

SantaVision at the zoo
CedarglenHomes is inaholiday
moodthisyear, sponsoringthe inau-
guralSantaVision,anewadditionto
theCalgaryZoo’sZoolightspre-
sentedbyEnmax.
SantaVisiongivesvisitors the
chancetotalk livedirectly toSanta
at theNorthPole.
They’ll seehim—andthemselves
—ona jumboscreenandwillbe
able todownloadacopyof their
conversationwithSantatokeep.
SantaVisionrunsdaily from6p.m.
to8:30p.m.at thezoountilDec.23.
Zoolights,whichhasmorethantwo
million lightsondisplay,hasbeena
holidaytradition foradecade.

—KathyMcCormick
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THISWEEK’S
MORTGAGE
RATE:
Base rate for aone-year closedmortgage,
as reportedby theBankofCanada.
Lending institutionsmayset their own
rates. Arrow indicates an increase,
decreaseor unchanged fromoneweekago.

7.2%

EDITOR: BARB LIVINGSTONE 235-7339 WWW.CALGARYHERALD.COM SATURDAY, DECEMBER8, 2007

AA659650






